
KS2 SATs 2026



Why? 
• SATs are the Standardised Assessment Tests that are 

given to all children at the end of Key Stage 2. 

• Headteachers, Local Authorities and the Department for 

Education use SATs data to identify which primary 

schools are excelling, and which may be struggling.

• Secondary schools may look at Year 6 SATs results as part 

of the decision process when grouping students into sets 

or streams. Alongside Year 6/7 CAT exams, SATs results 

may help your child’s secondary school to put them in 

the right set to ensure that they get the most from their 

time there and receive support if they need it.



SAT tests will take place from 
Monday 11th May to Thursday 14th May 2026.

Monday 11th May: English grammar, punctuation and spelling 
Paper 1: Punctuation, Grammar and Spelling – 45 minutes
Paper 2: Spelling – 20 minutes approx.

Tuesday 12th May: Reading- 60 minutes 

Wednesday 13th May: Maths 
Paper 1: Arithmetic - 30 minutes 
Paper 2: Reasoning - 40 minutes 

Thursday 14th May: Maths 
Paper 3: Reasoning - 40 minutes
Writing is assessed using evidence collected throughout Year 6. There is no 

Year 6 SATs writing test.



How are the tests administered?
• Every school across the country will have to administer the tests on 

the same day. 

• Most children will take their tests in their normal classroom.

• Some children may be entitled to access arrangements. This could 

involve them having extra time, a reader or a scribe/transcribe. 

They may then take their test in a separate room or a separate time 

to others. If your child is entitled to access arrangements, we will let 

you know nearer the time. 

• If your child has an education, health and care plan (EHCP) in place, 

they are entitled to 25% additional time in all of the tests.

• We try to make the week as calm as possible with plenty of time for 

the children to rest and relax. 

• After the tests are completed, the papers are sent away to be 

marked externally. 





How are scores reported?
Test scores are reported as ‘scaled scores’. 
So, what are ‘scaled scores’? 
• When test results are published, each pupil will receive:

- A raw score for each test e.g 30/40
- A scaled score. This is derived from the raw score 

and ranges from 80 to 120 with 100 being the 
‘national expected standard’

• A child who achieves a score of 110 or above will be   
judged to have a greater depth of knowledge in the    
areas assessed by the tests. 

We will inform you of your child’s result by letter once we 
have received the results-this is not until July.



So, for example:
A child who scored the following for their 
maths in 2025…
Paper 1 raw score: 32 out of 40
Paper 2 raw score: 15 out of 35
Paper 3 raw score: 15 out of 35
Total raw score: 62
…would have received a scaled score of 101.

The raw score needed to achieve a scaled 
score of 100 or 110 changes year on year, 
depending on the test. 



What if my child is ill on the day of a test?

• Children are able to sit the test they have missed, up to 5 school 

days after the date specified in the statutory timetable. Schools 

have to apply for this timetable variation. 

• If your child does have to take their test on a different day to the 

other children, we have to ensure the pupil is supervised upon 

entering school so there is no opportunity for them to discuss test 

content. We also ask parents and carers to support us in this and 

try to limit contact outside of school. 



Pass Marks:
The amount of marks needed to pass changes each year. 
2022: 
Reading = 29/50   (GDS = 41/50)
Maths = 58/110    (GDS = 96/110)
GPS = 35/70        (GDS = 55/70)
2023: 
Reading = 24/50   (GDS = 38/50)
Maths = 56/110    (GDS = 94/110)
GPS = 36/70        (GDS = 55/70)
2024: 
Reading = 27/50   (GDS = 40/50)
Maths = 54/110    (GDS = 93/110)
GPS = 35/70        (GDS = 53/70)
2025: 
Reading = 28/50   (GDS = 40/50)
Maths = 58/110    (GDS = 95/110)
GPS = 35/70        (GDS = 54/70)



English Grammar, Punctuation and Spelling
Grammar, punctuation and spelling consists of two papers.

Paper 1 focuses on all three elements (grammar, punctuation and 
spelling or GPS). The paper lasts for 45 minutes. 
This test focuses on:
• Grammatical terms/ word classes;
• Functions of sentences;
• Combining words, phrases and clauses;
• Verb forms, tenses and consistency;
• Punctuation;
• Vocabulary;
• Standard English and formality.
This test requires a range of answer types but does not require longer formal 
answers. 

Paper 2 consists of a spelling test only. It should take approximately 
20 minutes, although this is not a set amount of time (pupils should 
be given as much time as they need to complete the test).



English Grammar, Punctuation and Spelling 

Here are some examples of test questions:







Reading
There is one reading test that lasts for 60 minutes. 

The test is designed to measure if the children’s comprehension of 
age-appropriate reading material meets the national standard. There 
are three different set texts for children to read. These could be any 
combination of non-fiction, fiction and/ or poetry. 

The test covers the following areas (known as Content Domains): 
• Give/ explain the meaning of words in context;
• Retrieve and record information/ identify key details from fiction and non-fiction;
• Summarise main ideas from more than one paragraph;
• Make inferences from the text/ explain and justify inferences with evidence from 

the text;
• Predict what might happen from details stated and implied;
• Identify/ explain how information/ narrative content is related and contributes to 

meaning as a whole; 
• Identify/ explain how meaning is enhanced through choice of words and phrases;
• Make comparisons within the text. 





Example of a 3 mark question:



Maths – Arithmetic Paper 1
Has a total of 40 marks and lasts for 30 minutes. 
The test covers the four operations (addition, subtraction, 
multiplication, division, including order of operations requiring 
BODMAS), percentages of amounts and calculating with decimals and 
fractions. 





Maths – Reasoning Paper 2 + 3
Paper 2 will take place on the Wednesday 
Paper 3 will take place on the Thursday 
These tests have a total of 35 marks each and last for 40 minutes
each.  
These papers require children to demonstrate their mathematical 
knowledge and skills, as well as their ability to solve problems and 
their mathematical reasoning. They cover a wide range of 
mathematical topics from key stage 2 including:
• Number and place value (including Roman numerals);
• The four operations;
• Geometry (properties of shape, position and direction);
• Statistics;
• Measurement (length, perimeter, mass, volume, time, money);
• Algebra;
• Ratio and proportion;
• Fractions, decimals and percentages. 



Maths Reasoning






